17 August 2008

Dear Classmates:

What a wonderful 45th reunion we had!  Itwas a delight to see and visit with so many of you.  Quite a few of you know that I maintain close contact with our classmate, Bill Pawlyk.  Several of you asked me about him during the reunion and I also get periodic email requests.  I promised that I would send a letter to the Class so all would be informed about Bill and how he is faring. 
I am not going to rehash how Bill got himself into the situation whereby he is now a prisoner for life without parole at the Monroe Reformatory, Monroe, WA.  I will state though that I absolutely believe, as does his expert psychiatrist, that the Bill I know was not the man who committed the crime in April 1989.  Unfortunately, justice is not equal and, without money, and using relatively young and inexperienced public defenders, Bill’s very public and emotional trial in King’s County Seattle resulted in this harshest sentence.  We went through the various appeals processes allowed; in 1996, we lost our last appeal in the 9th federal circuit court and were denied review by the U.S. Supreme Court.  

During those years I asked you and his other friends for contributions for his legal fund, something that he didn’t have during his trial.  You all were very generous and I was able to accumulate approximately $15K, which I invested.  

At the loss of the last appeal, the only way that Bill will ever be free is by appealing for clemency to the Governor of Washington, through the governor’s Clemency Board.  In 2002, I hired a truly excellent lawyer, with a great track record, who helped prepare for, and appeared in front of, the Clemency Board.  During the clemency hearing, 27 Oct 2004,  we had more than 25 classmates, friends, and ex- jurists from his trial in attendance and had statements from more than 40 additional people, including prison guards, ex-prisoners, and a Supreme Court Judge from Oregon.   All testified to Bill’s excellent personality and behavior before the crime as well as while incarcerated.   Unfortunately, the Board did not believe he had served sufficient time (only incarcerated for 15 years) and consequently society did not have enough “retribution.”   The Board did tell Bill that he should continue his good works in prison and they left the door open for a future clemency request.

Bill is in reasonable health, with typical 68 year old ailments. Several years ago he had an angiogram; he takes medications for high blood pressure and a hypothyroid condition.

Bill participates actively in prison life.  He tutors GED and ESL students in the prison educational program (even while awaiting trial he tutored basic literacy).  He teaches college-level classes in Small Business Management  and in Personal Finance.  He is a facilitator conducting Alternatives to Violence workshops (3-day workshops for inmates); and in 1999 he became a certified Mediator for the Dispute Resolution/Inmate Mediation Program, under the auspices of the Snohomish-Island Counties’ Dispute Resolution Center in Everett, Washington.  He works with several internal organizations, such as Kairos (a religious retreat -- www.kairosprisonministry.org), and Non-Violent Communications seminars; was past president of the Veterans Group, and a vice-president of the Concerned Lifers Organization.  He also participated in a several month Restorative Justice Seminar, Breaking Barriers workshops, and a Leonard Shaw Seminar.  His active participation the Book Project (a monthly book club) includes an on-going exchange of views with graduate students in the School of Social Work, University of Texas at Austin. Most weekends, when I speak to him, he has completed another weekend training seminar, or another organizational event that assists inmates in preparing for a new life once released.  He truly keeps busy!

Some people have asked me, as did the Clemency Board at the hearing, whether Bill would ever repeat his actions that brought him into prison.  Numerous psychiatrists, all State employees, have clearly stated that they do believe Bill would never repeat the crime and he would never be a danger to society.

I visit Bill almost every year and I had the opportunity to visit two and three times in 2000 and 2001.  My most recent visit was on 1 August 2008. He welcomes visitors and also enjoys hearing from friends. To visit does require certain actions on both his and his visitors’ part -- you can’t just show up and say hello!  So please contact me Mariof3609@aol.com  and I will help guide you through the process.  He enjoys hearing from friends and classmates and his address is:  

Mr. William Pawlyk, 982921

WSRU, C3-32  

PO Box 777

Monroe, WA 98272-0777

I am presently under discussion with two lawyers (his initial defense counselor who is now an expert in the legal aspects of long term or life incarceration, and the same counselor who put together the last clemency appeal) as to the timing of our next attempt for clemency.   The money I collected in the early nineties helped pay part of the bills for the first clemency hearing but the total cost was about $44K and this time I anticipate it will be more than twice as  much.  I would certainly appreciate it if any of you can see yourselves clear of helping me restart a legal fund for this next attempt.  If you are so inclined, please send your contribution to me and I will inform Bill that you contributed.  It is extremely difficult for him to handle any outside sources of money

Bill is a wonderful man who I believe still has a lot to contribute to society and I hope and pray that the next time, the Clemency Board will recommend clemency to the Governor.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you all.

Mario Fiori

7835 Belleflower Drive

Springfield, VA 22152

703-850-1331
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